
Dim Lights, Thick Smoke And Hillbilly Music • Country & Western Hit Parade 1951-1955

● The first six volumes covering 1945-1950 were released last year. Right away, the word was out. This series is

definitive, fabulously packaged, and faultlessly remastered!

● Jack Clement, who produced Johnny Cash, Roy Orbison, Waylon Jennings, Don Williams, and many others,

said, "this is the best country series of all time. No doubt. No question."

● Now the story continues from 1951 until 1955. Every CD is generously full. Every booklet is extensive and

chocked full of rare photos and illustrations, as well as complete stories behind the songs!

● In addition to the hits, the series contains rarities that went on to influence country music – and all music – in

the years ahead.

INFORMATION

For many years, we'd received requests to do a truly definitive country series, but it wasn't until the success of our year-by-year
R&B/Soul series, 'Blowin' The Fuse' (now 'Sweet Soul Music') that we decided we needed to do something comparable for coun-
try music. The first six volumes of 'Dim Lights, Thick Smoke And Hillbilly Music,' took us from 1945 - 1950, and were released in
2008. Now the story continues, and will eventually end in 1970. The series has been compiled with today's fans in mind. Yes, the
big hits are there, but so are the classic performances that weren't necessarily big hits at the time, but became influential in the
years ahead. Every volume has incredibly detailed behind-the-scenes stories, fabulously rare photos, and an ongoing history of
country music set against the backdrop of the broader American music business. The booklets alone are 72 pages! Definitive?
You bet!

Superlatives are often overplayed – although the many superlatives used in connection with the unrivalled BEAR FAMILY releases
over the years are more than well justified – but such words of praise reach new heights with 'Dim Lights, Thick Smoke And Hill-
billy Music' which spotlights the Country & Western Hit Parade. We pick up the story in 1951.

1951: The hits include Tennessee Ernie's Shotgun Boogie, Hank Snow's Golden Rocket, Hank Williams' Cold, Cold Heart, and
Lefty Frizzell's Always Late. Rarities include the Pinetoppers' original version of Mockin' Bird Hill, Bill Haley's Rocket 88, and the
Stewart Family's fabulously rare original version of the country and soul hit Just Out Of Reach (Of My Two Empty Arms). 29 songs
in all!

1952: The hits include Tex Ritter's High Noon, Hank Thompson's Wild Side Of Life and Kitty Wells' answer record, It Wasn't God
Who Made Honky Tonk Angels, Hank Williams' Jambalaya, Slim Whitman's Indian Love Call, and Webb Pierce's Back Street Af-
fair. Rarities include Lattie Moore's proto-rockabilly classic Juke Joint Johnny, Doye O'Dell's early trucking classic Diesel Smoke,
and Slim Willet's rare original recording of Don't Let The Stars Get In Your Eyes. 26 songs in all!

1953: The hits include Hank Williams' Your Cheatin' Heart, Hank Snow's A Fool Such As I, Arlie Duff's Y'All Come, The Davis Si-
sters' I Forgot More Than You'll Ever Know, Jim Reeves' Mexican Joe, and Webb Pierce's There Stands The Glass. The rarities in-
clude Johnny Bond's Let Me Go Devil (the original version of Let Me Go Lover), Tommy Duncan's early country version of Hound
Dog, Darrell Glenn's original version of Crying In The Chapel, and Joe Maphis's original version of Dim Lights, Thick Smoke And
Loud Loud Music. 28 songs in all!

1954: The hits include Stuart Hamblen's original version of This Ole House, Eddy Arnold's original of I Really Don't Want To
Know, Ray Price's early version of Release Me, and Hank Snow's I Don't Hurt Any More. The rarities include Sonny Burns' honky
tonk classic Too Hot To Handle, Terry Fell's original version of Truck Drivin' Man. 28 songs in all!

1955: The hits include Fess Parker's original Ballad Of Davy Crockett, Webb Pierce's In The Jailhouse Now, Johnny Cash's Cry, Cry,
Cry, Faron Young's Live Fast, Love Hard, Die Young, Tennessee Ernie's Sixteen Tons, and Porter Wagoner's original hit version of
Satisfied Mind. The rarities include Jimmy Dean's Big Blue Diamonds, Arthur Smith's Feudin' Banjos (the original version of Du-
eling Banjos from the movie 'Deliverance') and George Jones' Why Baby Why …never reissued unedited before! 31 songs in all!
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ARTIST Various
TITLE Dim Lights, Thick Smoke And Hillbilly

Music
Country & Western Hit Parade 1951

LABEL Bear Family Records
CATALOG # BCD 16956
PRICE-CODE AR
EAN-CODE ÆxAKABMRy169563z
ISBN-CODE 978-3-89916-451-0
FORMAT 1 CD deluxe album with 72-page booklet
GENRE Country
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PLAYING TIME 79:57
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COUNTRY AND WESTERN HIT PARADE 1951

TENNESSEE ERNIE: The Shot Gun Boogie • ELTON BRITT AND
THE SKYTOPPERS: Rotation Blues • HANK SNOW: The Golden
Rocket • HANK WILLIAMS: Cold Cold Heart • JOHNNIE & JACK
AND THEIR TENNESSEE MOUNTAIN BOYS: Poison Love • EDDY
ARNOLD: I Wanna Play House With You • LEFTY FRIZZELL:
Mom And Dad's Waltz • CARL SMITH: Let's Live A Little • THE
PINETOPPERS (Vocal by the BEAVER VALLEY SWEETHEARTS):
Mockin' Bird Hill • JOHNNY BOND: Sick, Sober And Sorry •
MOON MULLICAN: I Was Sorta Wonderin' • BIG JEFF: Step It
Up And Go • LEFTY FRIZZELL: Always Late (With Your Kisses)
• THE CARLISLES: Too Old To Cut The Mustard • EDDIE HILL:
The Hot Guitar • CURLEY WILLIAMS: Half As Much • BILL
HALEY AND THE SADDLEMEN: Rocket '88' • PEE WEE KING
AND HIS GOLDEN WEST COWBOYS: Slow Poke • HANK SNOW
(THE SINGING RANGER) AND HIS RAINBOW RANCH BOYS: The
Rhumba Boogie • THE STEWART FAMILY: Just Out Of Reach
(Of My Two Open Arms) • ZEB TURNER WITH STRING BAND:
Chew Tobacco Rag • CARL SMITH: Let Old Mother Nature
Have Her Way • RED FOLEY WITH THE SUNSHINE BOYS QUAR-
TET: (There'll Be) Peace In The Valley • JIMMY MURPHY: Elec-
tricity • HANK WILLIAMS: Hey Good Lookin' • BILL MONROE
AND HIS BLUE GRASS BOYS: Uncle Pen • MAC WISEMAN: 'Tis
Sweet To Be Remembered • JESS WILLARD: Honky Tonk Hard-
wood Floor • DEL WOOD: Down Yonder

COUNTRY AND WESTERN HIT PARADE 1952

TEX RITTER: High Noon (Do Not Forsake Me) (from the United
Artists picture 'High Noon') • HANK THOMPSON: Wild Side Of
Life • KITTY WELLS: It Wasn't God Who Made Honky Tonk An-
gels • JOHNNIE & JACK: Ashes Of Love • EDDY ARNOLD: Easy
On The Eyes • LEFTY FRIZZELL: Give Me More, More, More (Of
Your Kisses) • JIMMIE DEAN: Bumming Around • JIMMY
SWAN: I Had A Dream • LATTIE MOORE: Juke Joint Johnny •
BILL HALEY: Rock The Joint • DOYE O'DELL: Diesel Smoke •
CARL SMITH: Are You Teasing Me • HANK WILLIAMS: Jamba-
laya (On The Bayou) • WEBB PIERCE: Wondering • JIM EANES:
I Cried Again • JIMMY DICKENS: They Locked God Outside The
Iron Curtain • HANK SNOW: The Gold Rush Is Over • RENO &
SMILEY: I'm Using My Bible For A Roadmap • BILL MONROE:
Raw Hide • SLIM WHITMAN: Indian Love Call • SLIM WILLET
AND THE BRUSH CUTTERS: Don't Let The Stars (Get In Your
Eyes) • GEORGE MORGAN: Almost • BIG BILL LISTER: There's
A Tear In My Beer • WEBB PIERCE: Back Street Affair • HANK
WILLIAMS: Honky Tonk Blues • RED FOLEY: Midnight

COUNTRY AND WESTERN HIT PARADE 1953

JACK CARDWELL: The Death Of Hank Williams • FARON
YOUNG: Goin' Steady • HANK WILLIAMS: Your Cheatin' Heart
• JOHNNIE & JACK: South In New Orleans • WEBB PIERCE: It's
Been So Long • JOHNNY BOND: Let Me Go, Devil • RED COOK
- JIMMY RICHARDS & HIS WESTERNERS: Playin' Dominoes And
Shootin' Dice • HANK SNOW & THE RAINBOW RANCH BOYS:
(Now And Then There's) A Fool Such As I • THE CARLISLES: No
Help Wanted • MARTY ROBBINS: I'll Go On Alone • ARLIE
DUFF: You All Come • THE DAVIS SISTERS: I Forgot More Than
You'll Ever Know • LEFTY FRIZZELL: California Blues (Blue
Yodel #4) • LINK DAVIS WITH BENNIE LEADER'S BAYOU BIL-

LIES: Big Mamou • TOMMY DUNCAN: Hound Dog • ONIE
WHEELER: Run 'em Off • DARRELL GLENN: Crying In The Cha-
pel • JIM REEVES AND THE CIRCLE O RANCH BOYS: Mexican
Joe • HANK LOCKLIN - THE ROCKY MOUNTAIN BOY: Let Me
Be The One • JOE & ROSE LEE MAPHIS: Dim Lights, Thick
Smoke (And Loud, Loud Music) • RUDY GRAYZELL: Looking
At The Moon And Wishing On A Star • WEBB PIERCE: There
Stands The Glass • CARL SMITH: Hey Joe! • MERRILL MOORE:
Red Light • CHET ATKINS: Country Gentleman • HANK WIL-
LIAMS: Take These Chains From My Heart • MITCHELL TOROK:
Caribbean • JEAN SHEPARD & FERLIN HUSKY: A Dear John Let-
ter

COUNTRY AND WESTERN HIT PARADE 1954

STUART HAMBLEN: This Ole House • SLIM WHITMAN: Rose
Marie • JIM REEVES: Bimbo • JOHNNIE & JACK: Oh Baby Mine
(I Get So Lonely) • EDDY ARNOLD: I Really Don't Want To
Know • RAY PRICE: Release Me • WADE RAY: Idaho Red •
WEBB PIERCE: Slowly • THE BROWNS: Looking Back To See •
LITTLE JIMMY DICKENS: Take Me As I Am (Or Let Me Go) •
CARL BUTLER: I Wouldn't Change You If I Could • TOMMY
COLLINS: You Better Not Do That • RED FOLEY & KITTY
WELLS: One By One • RAY PRICE: I'll Be There (If You Ever
Want Me) • ROY ACUFF: I Closed My Heart's Door • FARON
YOUNG: If You Ain't Lovin (You Ain't Livin') • HANK SNOW: I
Don't Hurt Anymore • AL TERRY: Good Deal, Lucille • WEBB
PIERCE & THE WILBURN BROTHERS: Sparkling Brown Eyes •
JIMMY NEWMAN: Cry, Cry Darling • SONNY BURNS: Too Hot
To Handle • JIMMY LEE & JOHNNY MATHIS: If You Don't So-
mebody Else Will • SHEB WOOLEY: Blue Guitar • ERNEST
TUBB: Two Glasses Joe • TERRY FELL: Truck Drivin' Man •
EDDIE NOACK: Take It Away, Lucky • CARL SMITH: Loose Talk
• ELVIS PRESLEY, SCOTTY & BILL: That's All Right

COUNTRY AND WESTERN HIT PARADE 1955

FESS PARKER: Ballad Of Davy Crockett • FERLIN HUSKY: I Feel
Better All Over (More Than Anywheres Else) • JIMMY WORK:
Makin' Believe • WEBB PIERCE: In The Jailhouse Now • EDDY
ARNOLD: Just Call Me Lonesome • JIMMY MARTIN & THE OS-
BORNE BROTHERS: 20/20 Vision • BUD DECKELMAN WITH THE
DAYDREAMERS: Daydreamin' • CHARLIE FEATHERS: Peepin'
Eyes • LOUVIN BROTHERS: When I Stop Dreaming • JIMMY
DEAN AND HIS TEXAS WILDCATS: Big Blue Diamonds •
GEORGE JONES: Why Baby Why • JOHNNY CASH AND TEN-
NESSEE TWO: Cry! Cry! Cry! • RAY PRICE: Run Boy • LITTLE
JIMMY DICKENS: We Could • FLATT & SCRUGGS: Before I Met
You • HYLO BROWN: Lost To A Stranger • CARL SMITH: There
She Goes • FARON YOUNG: Live Fast, Love Hard, Die Young •
TENNESSEE ERNIE FORD: Sixteen Tons • EDDY ARNOLD &
HUGO WINTERHALTER: The Cattle Call • JIM REEVES: Yonder
Comes A Sucker • HANK SNOW - THE SINGING RANGER AND
HIS RAINBOW RANCH BOYS: Let Me Go, Lover! • ERNEST
TUBB: The Yellow Rose Of Texas • WEBB PIERCE: I Don't Care
• PORTER WAGONER: A Satisfied Mind • WEBSTER BROTHERS
& CARL BUTLER: Angel Band • ARTHUR SMITH & DON RENO:
Feudin' Banjos • RUSTY & DOUG : So Lovely Baby • ELVIS PRES-
LEY-SCOTTY & BILL: I Forgot To Remember To Forget • MARTY
ROBBINS: Maybellene • BONUS: JIMMIE RODGERS & THE
RAINBOW RANCH BOYS: In The Jailhouse Now No. 2
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PREVIOUSLY AVAILABLE:

Dim Lights, Thick Smoke And Hillbilly Music
Country & Western Hit Parade 1945

BCD 16950 AR
1 CD deluxe album with 72-page booklet
ISBN: 978-3-89916-401-5

BOB WILLS: Smoke
On The Water •
GENE AUTRY: At
Mail Call Today •
SPADE COOLEY:
Shame On You •
PHIL HARRIS: That's
What I Like About
The South • JENNY
LOU CARSON: Jea-
lous Heart • DICK
THOMAS: Sioux
City Sue • ERNEST
TUBB: Tomorrow
Never Comes • JIMMIE DAVIS: There's A New Moon Over My
Shoulder • LULU BELLE & SCOTTY WISEMAN: Have I Told You
Lately That I Love You • TED DAFFAN: Headin' Down The
Wrong Highway • JACK GUTHRIE: Oklahoma Hills • 'PORKY'
FREEMAN TRIO - vocal by Merle Travis: Boogie Woogie Boy •
GENE AUTRY: Don't Fence Me In • EDDY ARNOLD: The Cattle
Call • AL DEXTER: I'm Losing My Mind Over You • FLOYD TILL-
MAN: Each Night At Nine • RED FOLEY: Hang Your Head In
Shame • TEX RITTER: You Two Timed Me One Time Too Often
• MERLE TRAVIS: That's All • WESLEY TUTTLE: With Tears In
My Eyes • BOB WILLS: Stars And Stripes On Iwo Jima • ERNEST
TUBB: It's Been So Long Darling • JERRY IRBY: Nails In My Cof-
fin • JIMMY WALKER: Detour • ROY ACUFF: We Live In Two
Diff'rent Worlds • HANK SNOW: Blue Ranger • THE RAMBLER
TRIO feat. Arthur Smith (Guitar): Guitar Boogie

Dim Lights, Thick Smoke And Hillbilly Music
Country & Western Hit Parade 1946

BCD 16951 AR
1 CD deluxe album with 72-page booklet
ISBN: 978-3-89916-402-2

THE BUCHANAN BROTHERS: Atomic Power • ERNEST TUBB:
Rainbow At Midnight • EDDY ARNOLD: That's How Much I
Love You • COWBOY COPAS: Filipino Baby • AL DEXTER:
Wine, Women, And Song • BOB WILLS: New Spanish Two Step
• ELTON BRITT: Someday • MERLE TRAVIS: No Vacancy • ROY
ACUFF: No One Will Ever Know • BRAD BRADY (OWEN BRAD-
LEY): Zeb's Mountain Boogie • GENE AUTRY: I Wish I Had
Never Met Sunshine • COWBOY COPAS: Tragic Romance •
DELMORE BROTHERS: Hillbilly Boogie • THE BAILES
BROTHERS: As Long As I Live • BILL MONROE: Rocky Road
Blues • GRANDPA JONES: Eight More Miles To Louisville •

MERLE TRAVIS: Dark
As A Dungeon • THE
MORRIS BROTHERS:
Salty Dog Blues •
HARRY CHOATES:
Jole Blon (Pretty
Blond) • COUSIN
EMMY: Ruby • BILL
MONROE: Kentucky
Waltz • DELMORE
BROTHERS: Midnite
Special • FLOYD TILL-
MAN: Some Other
World • HANK PEN-
NY: Steel Guitar Stomp • T. TEXAS TYLER: Black Jack David •
TEX RITTER: You Will Have To Pay • BOB WILLS: Stay A Little
Longer • SPADE COOLEY: Three Way Boogie

Dim Lights, Thick Smoke And Hillbilly Music
Country & Western Hit Parade 1947

BCD 16952 AR
1 CD deluxe album with 72-page booklet
ISBN: 978-3-89916-403-9

TEX WILLIAMS: Smoke! Smoke! Smoke! (That Cigarette) •
EDDY ARNOLD: It's A Sin • BOB WILLS: Sugar Moon • SONS OF
THE PIONEERS: Cigarettes, Whusky, And Wild, Wild Women •
BILLY HUGHES: Cocaine Blues • MADDOX BROTHERS & ROSE:
Milk Cow Blues •
MOON MULLICAN:
Foggy River • ER-
NEST TUBB: I'll Step
Aside • ROY ACUFF:
Blue Eyes Crying In
The Rain • DELMORE
BROTHERS: Freight
Train Boogie •
MERLE TRAVIS: So
Round, So Firm, So
Fully Packed •
COWBOY COPAS: Si-
gned, Sealed And
Delivered • EDDY
ARNOLD: I'll Hold You In My Heart (Till I Can Hold You In My
Arms) • HANK WILLIAMS: Move It On Over • RED FOLEY:
Never Trust A Woman • CLYDE MOODY: Shenandoah Waltz •
JACK GUTHRIE: Oakie Boogie • MOON MULLICAN: New Pretty
Blonde (New Jole Blon) • BILL CARLISLE: Rockin' Chair Money
• THE CUMBERLAND MOUNTAIN FOLKS; vocal by Molly
O'Day: The Tramp On The Street • HAWKSHAW HAWKINS:
Sunny Side Of The Mountain • FAIRLEY HOLDEN: Keep Them
Cold Icey Fingers Off Of Me • BILL MONROE: Blue Moon Of
Kentucky • CHARLIE MONROE: Bringin' In The Georgia Mail •
BAILES BROTHERS: Dust On The Bible • CARL STORY: I've
Found A Hiding Place • CHET ATKINS: Canned Heat
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Dim Lights, Thick Smoke And Hillbilly Music
Country & Western Hit Parade 1948

BCD 16953 AR
1 CD deluxe album with 72-page booklet
ISBN: 978-3-89916-404-6

RED FOLEY: Tennessee Saturday Night • LEON PAYNE: Lost
Highway • ROY ACUFF: Waltz Of The Wind • THE MADDOX
BROTHERS & ROSE: New Muleskinner Blues • EDDIE HILL: So-
meday You'll Call My Name • JOHNNY BOND: Bartender's
Blues • EDDY ARNOLD: Anytime • BILL MONROE: Little Cabin
Home On The Hill • COWBOY COPAS: Breeze • BILL CARLISLE:
Wedding Bells • HAWKSHAW HAWKINS: Dog House Boogie •
PEE WEE KING: Ten-
nessee Waltz •
DOYE O'DELL: Dear
Oakie • MOON
MULLICAN: Sweeter
Than The Flowers •
WAYNE RANEY:
Lost John Boogie •
JIMMIE SKINNER:
Doin' My Time •
BILL MONROE: I
Hear A Sweet Voice
Calling • STANLEY
BROTHERS: Molly
And Tenbrook •
HANK WILLIAMS: A Mansion On The Hill • JIMMY WORK: Ten-
nessee Border • T. TEXAS TYLER: Deck Of Cards • FLOYD TILL-
MAN: I Love You So Much It Hurts • MERLE TRAVIS: Merle's
Boogie Woogie • JIMMY WAKELY: One Has My Name (The
Other Has My Heart) • CARSON ROBISON: Life Gits Tee-jus,
Don't It? • BOB WILLS: Bubbles In My Beer • EDDY ARNOLD:
Bouquet Of Roses • LONZO & OSCAR: I'm My Own Grandpa

Dim Lights, Thick Smoke And Hillbilly Music
Country & Western Hit Parade 1949

BCD 16954 AR
1 CD deluxe album with 72-page booklet
ISBN: 978-3-89916-405-3

VAUGHN MONROE:
Riders In The Sky •
SONS OF THE PIO-
NEERS: Room Full
Of Roses • JIMMY
WAKELY: I Wish I
Had A Nickel •
HANK WILLIAMS:
Lovesick Blues •
EDDY ARNOLD:
Then I Turned And
Walked Slowly
Away • LITTLE
JIMMY DICKENS:

Take An Old Cold Tater (And Wait) • DELMORE BROTHERS:
Blues Stay Away From Me • BOB WILLS: Don't Be Ashamed Of
Your Age • GEORGE MORGAN: Candy Kisses • LEON McAU-
LIFFE: Panhandle Rag • FLOYD TILLMAN: Slippin' Around •
PEE WEE KING: Bonaparte's Retreat • BILL NETTLES: Hadacol
Boogie • LEON PAYNE: I Love You Because • HANK THOMP-
SON: Whoa Sailor • ERNEST TUBB: Let's Say Goodbye Like We
Said Hello • WAYNE RANEY: Why Don't You Haul Off And
Love Me • JIMMIE SKINNER: Will You Be Satisfied That Way •
BILL MONROE: The Old Cross Road • JOHNNIE & JACK: What
About You • THE STANLEY BROTHERS: The White Dove •
MADDOX BROTHERS & ROSE: Philadelphia Lawyer • FLOYD
TILLMAN: This Cold War With You • T. TEXAS TYLER: My Buk-
ket's Got A Hole In It • HANK WILLIAMS: I'm So Lonesome I
Could Cry • BOB WILLS: Warm Red Wine • EDDY ARNOLD: I'm
Throwing Rice Tennessee • ERNIE FORD: Mule Train

Dim Lights, Thick Smoke And Hillbilly Music
Country & Western Hit Parade 1950

BCD 16955 AR
1 CD deluxe album with 72-page booklet
ISBN: 978-3-89916-406-0

RED FOLEY: Chattanoogie Shoe Shine Boy • GENE AUTRY: Blue
Canadian Rockies • OLE RASMUSSEN: Sleepy Eyed John •
LEFTY FRIZZELL: If
You've Got The
Money I've Got The
Time • HANK WIL-
LIAMS: Long Gone
Lonesome Blues •
CARL SMITH: I Over-
looked An Orchid
(While Searching For
A Rose) • LITTLE
JIMMY DICKENS:
Hillbilly Fever • BOB
WILLS: Faded Love •
RED FOLEY: Sugar-
foot Rag • TED DAF-
FAN: I've Got Five
Dollars And It's Saturday Night • TENNESSEE ERNIE FORD &
KAY STARR: I'll Never Be Free • HANK PENNY: Bloodshot Eyes
• LEFTY FRIZZELL: I Love You A Thousand Ways • HARDROCK
GUNTER: Birmingham Bounce • STUART HAMBLEN: Remem-
ber Me (I'm The One Who Loves You) • MOON MULLICAN: I'll
Sail My Ship Alone • JOHNNIE LEE WILLS: Rag Mop • BILLY
STARR: Steppin' Out • SKEETS McDONALD: The Tattooed Lady
• ERNEST TUBB: Letters Have No Arms • ARKIE SHIBLEY: Hot
Rod Race • JIMMIE SKINNER: You Don't Know My Mind • BILL
MONROE: I'm Blue, I'm Lonesome • WEBB PIERCE: Drifting
Texas Sand • FLOYD TILLMAN: I've Got The Craziest Feeling •
HANK SNOW: I'm Movin' On • STANLEY BROTHERS: The Fields
Have Turned Brown • FLATT & SCRUGGS: Foggy Mountain
Breakdown


