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INFO: 
 

 

• Another exciting title in Bear Family Records®' popular 'Gonna Shake This Shack' series. 

• Billy Jack Wills was the youngest brother in the Texas Wills Western Swing dynasty.  

• He wrote the lyrics to Faded Love, the huge 1950 hit for his big brother Bob! 

• At the time, Billy Jack was running the Wills Point club in Sacramento for his brother Bob and formed a 
house band - one of the hippest Western swing bands of the 1940s and early '50s - that accompanied 
him on these recordings. 

• Trademark: the hardest backbeat in country music at the time. 

• Jazzy rockin' versions of Good Rockin' Tonight, Crazy Man Crazy, All She Wants to Do Is Rock 
alongside (Western) Swing classics like Air Mail Special, C-Jam Blues and Cadillac in Model' A' - great 
Rhythm & Western in its purest form! 

• 31 songs, described in detail in the extensive illustrated booklet with liner notes by Roland Heinrich 
Rumtreiber. 
  

 
 

Here is yet another exciting title in Bear Family Records®' popular series 'Gonna Shake This Shack'. 
Billy Jack Wills was the youngest brother of the Wills western swing dynasty. Born February 26, 1926, in Memphis, Hall 
County, TX, Billy Jack joined the family business as Johnnie Lee Wills' bass player in his late teens. However, mighty 
Bob Wills ordered him to California to join the Texas Playboys as bass player and drummer. He was also occasionally 
featured as a vocalist, and he proved his worth by writing the lyrics to Faded Love, Will's massive hit of 1950. 
In the late 1940s, Billy Jack Wills took over management of Wills Point, Bob's club in Sacramento. While Bob and the 
Texas Playboys went on tour again, Billy Jack formed the house band that accompanied him on these recordings. 
Legendary Playboy Tiny Moore did not want to get back on the road with Bob and became the featured star and co-
vocalist in Billy Jack's Western Swing Band.  
The band also included trumpeter and bassist Dick McComb, fiddler and bassist Cotton Roberts, rhythm guitarist Kenny 
Lowery, and later local teen steel guitarist, Vance Terry. Vance idolized the jazzy Hawaiian style of Noel Boggs.  
Since Billy Jack was twenty years younger than Bob, his musical influences were more up-to-date. Billy and Tiny had 
the most progressive band in the early and mid-1950s. Billy Jack also encouraged his members to improvise. Despite 
the jazzy solos of Terry and McComb, Billy Jack's Western Swing Band had the hardest backbeat in country music. Billy 
Jack indeed was on the verge of rocking & rolling. The band had a strong following in the Pacific Northwest, and their 
covers of r & b hits of the day were dance floor magnets.  
Bear Family Records® presents Billy Jack Will's Western Swing band at their jazzy rockinest: The CD presents their 
splendid versions of Good Rockin' Tonight, Crazy Man Crazy, All She Wants to Do Is Rock, alongside (western) swing 
classics such as Air Mail Special, C-Jam Blues, and the song Wills is genuinely famous for Cadillac in Model' A'. Bear 
Family Records® presents the MGM version AND the rockin' radio transcript recorded at KFBK Studios, Sacramento, 
CA. Most of the other songs also stem from the 1952-54 Sacramento sessions held at KFBK. Most western swing bands 
excelled during radio sessions - the informality brought out the best in the high-class improvisers of that genre. Thus, the 
tracks surpass any commercial studio recording of the time. Here are 31 selections of Billy Jack Wills and his Western 
Swing Band – at their swinging finest!  
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TRACKLISTING: 
 

CD: 
Kentucky Means Paradise       There's Good Rockin' Tonight       Crazy Man Crazy        Cadillac In Model 'A'        Out Of Gas       Hey Lula (Hey Lu-La) 
Air Mail Special        For You My Love        All She Wants To Do Is Rock         Kissin' Bug Boogie        Roped And Tied        C-Jam Blues        Sweet 
Georgia Brown          Water Baby Boogie         I Don't Know          Sugar Blues         Bottle Baby Boogie         Milk Cow Blues        Jelly Roll Blues 
Troubles (Those Lonesome Kind)        Woodchopper's Ball        Rock-A-Bye Baby Blues        She's A Quarter Horse Type (Of A Gal)        Lonesome 
Hearted Blues          Dipsy Doodle         Tobacco Chewing Boogie       Mr. Cotton Picker        Hey, Mr. Mailman         Teardrops From My Eyes 
Cadillac In Model 'A' (MGM)        My Shoes Keep Walkin' Back To You 
 

ALSO AVAILABLE: 
 
Billy Walker:  
Whirlpool - Gonna Shake This Shack Tonight 
 
BCD17521 AH 
1-CD (Digipak) with 28-page booklet 
EAN: 5397102175213 
 
 

 
Various Artists: 
Gonna Shake This Shack Tonight 
From The Vaults Of Decca And Coral Records, Vol. 1 
 
BCD17602 AH 
1-CD with 32-page booklet 
EAN: 5397102176029 

 

Bill Carter:  
Ramblin‘ Fever  
The Complete Recordings From 1953 - 1961 
 
BCD17650 AR 
2-CD (Digisleeve) with 36-page booklet 
EAN: 5397102176500 
 

Cliffie Stone: 
Barracuda - Gonna Shake This Shack Tonight 
 
BCD17560 AH 
1-CD (Digipak) with 36-page booklet 
EAN: 5397102175602 
 
 

 

Various Artists: 
Gonna Shake This Shack Tonight, Vol. 1  
From The Vaults Of RCA & X Records 
 
BCD16864 AH 
1-CD with 48-page booklet 
EAN: 4000127168641 
 

Various Artists: 
Gonna Shake This Shack Tonight, Vol. 2 
From The Vaults Of Sage & Sands Records 
 
BCD16892 AH 
1-CD with 52-page booklet 
EAN: 4000127168924 
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