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INFO: 
 

• In his lifetime, Memphis Slim was probably the best-known blues singer in the world, moving from 
Memphis to Chicago and finally to Paris in the early 1960s. But it’s no exaggeration to say that Memphis 
Slim could rock with the best of them - and this CD is here to prove it! 

 

• Memphis Slim was born Peter Chatman in Memphis in 1915. His music was based on the raucous, 
driving piano of the barrelhouse during the boogie-woogie era.  

• The 29 rocking tracks on this Bear Family Records® CD here were all made in the USA before Slim 
moved to Paris.  

• They were made when Slim was still an integral and influential part of the American black music scene – 
the days when R&B was rock and roll, recorded between 1942 and 1961.  

• By the definitions of their time, tracks like Rockin’ The House, Pacemaker Boogie, Midnight Jump and 
the rest were rock and roll.  

• Memphis Slim Rocks, for sure! 

• We’ve included here Slim’s original version of Nobody Loves Me, his best-known song when renamed 
Every Day I Have The Blues and recorded by the giants of jazz, blues and rock. 

• Cross-label compilation (Bluebird, Miracle, VeeJay, Strand, King, Premium, United, Chess). 

• Compilation and liner notes by British blues and R'n'R expert Martin Hawkins. 

• Full-color, illustrated 36-page booklet and careful sound restoration round out this important release. 
  

 
 

Although we’ve picked Slim’s rockinest tracks here, there is variety in his piano and vocal performances, and you can 
still hear all the elements of blues and gospel and R&B that shaped him. When he took that music to Chicago in the 
1940s and formed an R&B group, The House Rockers, many of the recordings he made then were firmly in the advance 
guard of rock and roll.  
Slim always maintained a fine band of mainly Memphis musicians. These included sax players Ernest Cotton and Alex 
Atkins, and particularly the sensational guitar player Matt Murphy. ‘Guitar’ Murphy gained great prominence through the 
‘Blues Brothers’ movie, and bluesman and producer Willie Dixon told ‘Living Blues’ that Matt ‘is definitely the best guitar 
player, the best one I heard anywhere.’  
Talking in Paris in 1968, Memphis Slim said: ‘I’ve had a good life. Well, I had a very bad life, but it took a bad life to 
make it a good life for me. And I mean by that that I played my dues very early, and now I think I am reaping the benefit.’  
By the time he died in 1988, Slim had become known around the world and the U.S. Senate had resolved that ‘Memphis 
Slim become an ambassador at large of good will for the United States.’ 
The Memphis Music hall of fame and the Blues Foundation hall of fame both have Memphis Slim among their inducted 
members. The Rock and Roll hall does not, but maybe when they hear these 29 rocking tracks they will find a place for 
the man who always rocked the house wherever he played. 
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TRACKLISTING: 
 

CD: 
Rocking The Pad      Harlem Bound      Old Taylor       Rockin' The House        Kilroy Has Been Here        No Mail Blues       Memphis Slim U.S.A. 
Beer Drinking Woman       Pacemaker Boogie        Wish Me Well       Big Bertha        Nobody Loves Me        Back Alley       If You Live That Life 
Midnight Jump      Trouble, Trouble        Slim's Boogie       The Girl I Love       What's The Matter         Lonesome (Blue Blues)       Tia Juana 
She's Allright        Walkin' The Boogie        Gotta Find My Baby       Sassy Mae        Love My Baby       I'm Lost Without You      Let The Good Times 
Roll Creole       Rockin' The House 
 

ALSO AVAILABLE: 
 
Bo Diddley:  
Rocks 
 

BCD17551 AR 
1-CD (Digipak) with 36-page booklet 
EAN: 4000127175519 
 

 
Hank Ballard: 
Rocks 
 

BCD17580 AR 
1-CD (Digipak) with 36-page booklet 
EAN: 4000127175809 
 

 
 
Jimmy McCracklin:  
Rocks  
 
BCD17552 AR 
1-CD (Digipak) with 36-page booklet 
EAN: 5397102175527 
 

 
Arthur Crudup: 
Rocks 
 
BCD17555 AR 
1-CD (Digipak) with 24-page booklet 
EAN: 5397102175558 

 
 
Jimmy Reed:  
Rocks  
 
BCD17572 AR 
1-CD (Digipak) with 36-page booklet 
EAN: 5397102175725 
 

 
Piano Red A.k.a. Dr. Feelgood: 
Rocks  
 
BCD16639 AR 
1-CD (Digipak) with 48-page booklet 
EAN: 4000127166395
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