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Artist Various Artists 

 

Title Doing Our Thing - More Soul From Jamdown 1970-1982 
Label Cree Records / Bear Family Productions 
Catalog no. CCD1206 Price code: AH  
EAN-Code 5397102120626 
Format 1-CD Digipac (4-sided) with 32-page booklet 
Genre Carribean, Reggae, Soul 
no. of tracks 17 61:55 mns. 
release date August 18, 2017  
   

 

INFO: 
 

 Second volume in Cree's CD/2-LP-series with Jamaican cover versions of US soul tunes 
 A perfect companion to 'Sly & Robbie Present Taxi Gang In Disco Mix Style 1978-87' (CCD 1207 & CLP 

1207) 
 Compiled by reggae historian, Steve Barrow 
 Fabulous selection featuring some of Jamaica's greatest ever singers, deejays, musicians and producers 
 Artists include Dave Barker, BB Seaton, Junior Byles, Augustus Pablo, Glen Adams, Willie Lindo, Lloyd 

Charmers, Cedric Brooks, Richard Ace, a.o. 
 Sleeve notes from Steve Barrow and Noel Hawks and superb photographs from Dave Hendley 
 Available on compact disc and 180-gram vinyl (2-LP set) 

 

 
 

Cover versions have always been an integral part of Jamaican music and an indication of the wide-ranging influences on reggae and 
the versatility and adaptability of its artists, musicians and producers in their approach to music making.  Anything and everything could 
be, and has been, incorporated into the mix over the years but it is what reggae's artists, producers and engineers did with their sources 
that make their cover versions so special and so vitally important; in many cases their versions have travelled so far from their starting 
point that they are virtually unrecognisable. This set, compiled by reggae historian Steve Barrow, not only demonstrates the massive 
influence of American soul and disco releases on Jamaican music but also showcases the wholly original approach of Jamaica's musical 
maestros.  
 

The track listing for 'Doing Our Thing' reads like a roll call of some of the best of Jamaica's greatest ever singers, deejays, musicians 
and producers and the selection opens with one of reggae's first ever artists to break into the international charts. In 1971 the inimitable 
Dave Barker, as one half of 'Dave & Ansel Collins', hit all around the globe with Double Barrel which was inspired by two American 
records The Funkie Moon by Smokey Johnson & Company and Party Time by Ramsey Lewis. Dave could sing every bit as well as he 
could deejay and both sides of his tremendous talent are featured here. Accomplished veteran vocalists including John Holt, Alton Ellis 
and his sister Hortense, BB Seaton and Junior Byles rub shoulders here with the magnificent musicianship of Augustus Pablo, Glen 
Adams, Willie Lindo, Lloyd Charmers, Cedric Brooks, Richard Ace alongside lessons from the Jamaican deejay school with Dillinger 
and the aforementioned Dave Barker. The set concludes with an example of the nascent dance hall style from Phillip Frazer, ''sharp 
like a razor'', welding two hits from The Manhattans over the 'One Step Beyond' rhythm. 
 

The music makers from Jamaica had always leaned on American, Cuban, and occasionally British, elements in creating their magic 
and, in doing so, attained their own voice whose worldwide reputation is out of all proportion to its humble beginnings and circumstances. 
Like the Jamaican people, whose motto is ''out of many, one people'', the roots of Jamaican music are embedded deep in the music of 
elsewhere but as its branches grew they too spread worldwide. The subsequent repercussions have been of serious significance to the 
music of the past forty years. Its worldwide influence has long overtaken and superseded its origins: the massive sound systems, dub 
(the 'remix'), Jamaican MCs and deejays (rap). In fact, the whole transmission system of 'dance music' was pioneered in Jamaican 
dance halls, which are not 'halls' at all since most dances are open air affairs, where as Josie Wales says ''you could skank your life 
away…''. 
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Both the vinyl and compact disc are accompanied by extensive contextual and historical sleeve notes from Steve Barrow and Noel 
Hawks and superb photographs from Dave Hendley. This release is respectfully and affectionately dedicated to Dave's memory and 
his insightful vision. 
 
 

TRACK LISTING 
 

CD: 
1. JOHNNY DOLLAR / Dave Barker [Bunny ‘Striker’ Lee 1970] 
Garnet Mimms: ‘A Quiet Place’ [1964] 
2. DOUBLE HEAVY / Dave Barker [Bunny ‘Striker’ Lee 1970] 
deejay version of above.... 
3. LIFE OF A MILLIONAIRE / Dave Barker [Bunny ‘Striker’ Lee 1970]  
Sam Cooke: ‘Nobody Knows You [When You’re Down & Out]’ [1961] 
4. TRAVELLING ON / Lloyd Charmers [Lloyd Charmers 1971] 
Aretha Franklin: ‘Rock Steady’ [1971] 
5. DO YOUR THING / Glen Adams [Straker’s 1973] 
Isaac Hayes: ‘Do Your Thing’ [1971] 
6. TOO LATE TO TURN BACK NOW / Alton Ellis [Clive Chin 1973] 
Cornelius Brothers & Sister Rose: ‘Too Late To Turn Back Now’ [1972] 
7. TOO LATE / Augustus Pablo [Clive Chin 1973] 
melodica version of above… 
8. THIN LINE BETWEEN LOVE & HATE / BB Seaton [1973] 
The Persuaders: ‘Thin Line Between Love & Hate’ [1971] 
9. SOUTH AFRICAN REGGAE / Cedric Brooks [Clive Chin 1974]  
Hamilton Bohannon: ‘South African Man’ [1974] 
10. CORNBREAD, EARL & ME / Dillinger [Lester ‘Dillinger’ Bullocks 1979] 
The Blackbyrds: Cornbread, Earl & Me’ Original Sound Track [1975] 
11. SUPERNATURAL THING / Richard Ace [Lloyd Charmers 1975] 
Ben E. King: Supernatural Thing [1975] 
12. BREEZIN’ / Willie Lindo [Willie Lindo 1976] 
George Benson: ‘Breezin’’ [1976] 
13. AIN’T TOO PROUD TO BEG / Junior Byles [Pete Weston / Micron 1976] 
The Temptations: ‘Ain’t Too Proud To Beg’ [1966] 
14. RUN BABYLON RUN / Roots Convention [Clive Chin 1976] 
Silver Convention: ‘Fly Robin Fly’ [1975] 
15. YOU’LL NEVER FIND ANOTHER LOVE LIKE MINE [extended] / John Holt [Bunny ‘Striker’ Lee 1976] 
Lou Rawls: ‘You’ll Never Find Another Love Like Mine’ [1976] 
16. AIN'T THAT LOVING YOU / Hortense Ellis [Bunny ‘Striker’ Lee 1977] 
Johnny Taylor: Ain’t That Loving You [For More Reasons Than One]’ [1966]  
17. SPECIAL REQUEST TO THE MANHATTANS / Phillip Frazer [Don Mais / Roots Tradition] [1981] 
The Manhattans: ‘We Never Danced To A Love Song’ [1977] & ‘Shining Star’ [1980] 
 

ALSO AVAILABLE 
 
Various Artists 
Doing Our Thing 
More Soul From Jamdown 1970-82 
2-LP (180gram vinyl) 
in gatefold sleeve, 20-page booklet 
Cree CLP 1206 CLP2 

Sly & Robbie Present 
Taxi Gang In Disco Style 
1978-1987 
1-CD Digipak (4-sided) 
with 24-page booklet 
Cree CCD 1207 AH 

Sly & Robbie Present 
Taxi Gang In Disco Style 
1978-1987 
2-LP (180gram vinyl),  
gatefold sleeve, 20-page booklet 
Cree CLP 1207 CLP2 
 

 

 
 


